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MAL AND NEIL were going to give you a complete run-down of all the titles on the 
Beatles new L.P. in this issue, but so many other papers and magazines have published 
various bits and pieces about it, that we decided it would be better to wait until the L.P, was 
actually finished and ready for release, before we did so. The Heatles originally thought that 
they would have the L..P. finished by Friday, March 31st, but when they got there, they found 
that there were still a few things to round off. Ringo came up with a really great boogie number, 
which he'd worked out on a piano at his home and put on his tape recorder. And Paul 
wanted to finish another song while he was in America visiting Jane. So, that’s it then, 
complete details of the Beatles new LP. in the next issue. 

NEARLY ALL THE PHOTOS in this book were taken at a different session from the 
ones in Beatles Book No. 45, and you can see the boys are certainly changing their clothes" 
styles at a fantastic rate, with the exception of Paul, who often seems to favour that lemon 
yellow jacket of his for recording. Bot the other Beatles are turning up in the most way-out 
clothes. Nothing is sacred, and it’s fascinating to hear where they got many of the items from. 
Far from going to the top designers for new ideas, they very often wear brooches and other 
things which have been sent to them through the post by fans. So if any of you do recognise 
any of the scarves and other bits and pieces that the Beatles are wearing in the recent issues, 
do drop us a line and tell us all about it. 

FREDA KELLY, Joint National Seeretary of the Official Beatles Fan Clob, has asked 
me to pass on to all members of the club that she always welcomes funny letters and poems, 
because she gets so much enjoy ment out of reading them, apart from the fact that she wants to 
include the writers’ names in her newsletter each month. And don’t forget that the Beatles 
Book is always anxious to print items sent in by readers. So if you | think you can write a feature 
which would be suitable for publication in a future issue, get it down on paper and send it to 
me, at this address: 36-38 Westbourne Grove, London, W.2. If you do get your feature 
published, not only will you see your own words in print, but we will also send you a nice little 
cheque for 10 ons. 

i See you next month 


Johnny Dean taitor. 





A close-up of the new Ringo Starr profile, [) 
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*““FOR IMMEDIATE MEMBERSHIP just send your first year’s subscription 
(POSTAL ORDER FOR FIVE SHILLINGS) plus a STAMPED, SELF-ADDRESSED 
ENVELOPE (size no smaller than 9" » 4") to Freda Kelly and Anne Collingham. 


MAY NEWSLETTER 


DEAR BEATLE PEOPLE, 


MEM ALBUM COMPLETED! After nearly 4 months of solid session work the new 
LP, called “SGT. PEPPER'S LONELY HEARTS CLUB BAND", is ready and it looks as 
though Parlophone will be able to release it four or five weeks from now. The album title 
if also the title of the song on the opening track of the first side. There will be 12 tracks in 
all—several of them much longer than usual—including one featuring Ringo and one 
written and sung by George. 


BEATLE BTS: When Paul flew to the West Coast of America to join Jane on 
Monday April 3, Mal accompanied him.......--. Apart from Set. Pepper 
himself, Beatle People will meet a wide variety of different folk via the other LP 
somes. They include Lucy “the girl with the kaleideseope eyes**, lovely Rita who 
is a female traffic warden and Mr. Kite (whose name appeared on an old theatre 
poster John bought at Sevenoaks, Kent!). Lucy was the subject of a school 
painting done by Julian Lennon!.......... Craziest American rumour of the 
month is that Ringo is about to make solo appearances at restaurants in Europe! 
Tell your U.3. pen-pals to ignore this latest lump of Beatle rubbish.......-.- 
THE BUFFALO SPRINGFIELD and THE DOORS amongst the latest 
American groups strongly favoured by the Beatles for album listenimg....... - 
Somebody suggests that if Paul had a teenage sister she'd look just like Cilla. 
Pea Mes iste ree Smallpox vaccination for Paul the day before the final 
“Spt. Pepper” recording session.........- Ringo’s track for the new LP, 
originally called “Bad Finger Boogie’ now re-titled ‘A Littl Bit Of Help 
From ly Friends**.......... America’s Mrs. Miller includes ‘Yellow Sub- 
marine” on her latest Capitol LP........-. Does the singing voice of Barry 
Gibb (The Bee Gees) on “New York Mining Disaster, 1941" remind you of 
John Lennon?.......... three saxes, two trombones and ome French horn 
from Sounds Inc. recruited to provide backing for ““Sgt. Pepper’* LP track 
called ‘Good Morning, Good Morning, Good Moming™.........- Interviewed 
by Brian Matthew for BBC Ivar Novello Awards show, John and Paul recalled 
how “Yesterday”? started out as “Scrambled Eggs’ and claimed that the 
world’s best arrangement of the tune was the work of “our old mate Charlie 
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Faul plays lead guitar as well as bass on the new L.P. 


Drake" !.......05. Beatles hired special theatrical costumes for secret photo 

session. Could have been for “Sgt, Pepper” album cover picture.,...-.-.. 

On Polydor LP The London Jazz Four *‘Take A New Look At The Beatles**— 
+P oa 


programme includes “‘Paper-back Writer*’, “From Me To You”, “‘Please, Please 
Me” and ‘*Ticket To Ride’’, 


FAN CLUB MOTES: Change of plan regarding Summer Newsletter. Instead of a 
smal] pictorial magazine (like the one we sent out this time last year to members) there'll be 
ONE OF THE MOST DISHY FAN CLUB BONUS GOODIES EVER PRODUCED, 
IT’S TO BE H-U-G-E FULL-COLOUR PICTURE POSTER FEATURING ONE OF 
SEVERAL SPECIAL PHOTOGRAPHS TAKEN JUST A COUPLE OF WEEKS AGO. 
If you're a member your poster will be mailed to you in the next few weeks—so clear a 
H-U-G-E space on your bedroom wall! If you're NOT a member JOIN RIGHT AWAY 
because we're printing A LIMITED NUMBER OF EXTR& POSTERS which will be sent 
out FREE to freshly-enrolled Beatle People while stogksrlast. ay : 

TARRAH FOR NOW, ar fia fe, a a 
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WHY DID THEY GROW MOUSTACHES? 


The Beatles themselves 

have not answered this 

question but literally 

thousands of letters have 

poured In from people 

whe are looking for 
their own reasons. Therefore, without refer- 
ence to John, Paul, George and Ringo, 
here's my attempt at providing a simplified 
answer to a question which may be more 
complex than it looks! 

For a start | assume we're all agreed that 
what really makes The Beatles such an extra- 
ordinary musical power is their individuality, 
their refusal to follow cp bie) else or 
ether trend, their flair for creating vocal, 
instrumental and lyrical works which are 
distinctively their own and nobody else's. 
And by new I'm sure you know their four 
separate personalities, their four individual 
talents in sufficient depth to recognise with- 
out difficuley words written by George, the 
‘uitar playing of Paul or the singing voice of 
ohn. In other words each Beatle has his own 
way of writing, singing, playing. 


FOUR MOPTOPS 


Shortly after the world’s press invented 
the word Beatlemania—around the end of 
1963—we began te read and hear a new 
description of the Beatles. Particularly in the 
American papers and magazines, they were 
called The Four Moptops. It Isn't a descrip- 
tlon which The Beatles enjoyed or encour- 
aged. In no time there were scores of official 
and unofficial products on the market. You 
could go into most large departmental 
chain stores and buy yourself something 
called a Beatle Wig. Beside newspaper 
headlines above stories about the Beatles 
you'd find cartoon drawings of four identical 
fringes or “mop tops”. Beatlemania and 
everything which went with it was squeez- 
ing the four separate personalities of John, 
Paul, George and Ringo into one easy-to- 
identify package, 

Uitimately it was left to the group's own 
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fans to break down this false image for 
themselves. They did so and still da so— 
by having a favourite Beatle rather than 
going along with the mop-tep packaging and 
thinking of the group as four almost machine 
like pieces moulded into a whole inseparable 
unit. 

To bring the whole thing down to simple 
terms let me put it like this. In 1964 you 
could go inte your hairdresser and ask 
for a Beatle cut. And any boy could go 
inte a clothing store and ask for a Beatle 
jacket. The hairdresser and the store assistant 
knew exactly what was wanted. 


ALL DIFFERENT 


Today you'd have to be much more 
specific. You'd have to ask for a haircut 
"like Ringo’s’ or a jacket “like George is 


wearing in this photograph" or a pair of 
shoes “like Ringo has in this piceure". To 
ask for a pair of Beatle boots wouldn't mean 
a thing—unless your shoe shop man hadn't 
noticed that each member of The Beatles 
has been wearing his own different style of 
shoes, boots and slippers for the past year or 
twal 

More and more The Beatles are separating 
their individual talents. On many early 
records the veeal action was split almost 
equally between John, Paul and George. 
Now we find Paul thinking up a new song, 
working on it with John but maintaining his 
personal interest all the way through by 
handling the lead or solo vocal on the 
finished recording, Similarly it's commen 
knowledge that John was responsible for the 
basic ideas of “Tomorrow Never Knows" 
and “Strawberry Fields Forever", two songs 
which he sings and which carry the definite 
identification marks of one composer, ane 
performer, even if Paul threw in ideas along 
the way. And on the new L.P., which the 
group has just finished producing, you'll hear 
one track written, sung and (for the most 
part) arranged by George, 

Conmtinied on page 3] 
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With the BEATLES No. 2 





THE FIRST OFFICIAL 
MAL EVANS STORY 





BY NEIL 


Usually this new monthly 
Piece is going to be a joint 
effort, but Mal isn’t around at 
the moment having only just 
got back from his trip to 
America with Paul, So, I'm 
coine bo fill this manth’s piece 
by writing the First Official 
Mal Evans Biography—well, 
a bit of it anyway. 


FIRST TIME 


The first place I saw Mal was 
at the door of the Cavern. 
Bouncing. He was about the 
most friendly of the Cavern 
bouncers so we allsaid “Hullo” 
on the way past, Then I 
remember George saying 
“Come down and see ws in the 
dressing room” one nisht 
when we saw Mal at a River- 
boat Shuffle organised by Ray 
McFall (whe ran the Cavern) 
on the Mersey, Mal took him 
up on the invitation and 
brought his wife, Lil, to meet 
the boys, After that if we had 
any special friends we wanted 
to get into the Cavern when 
The Beatles were on we'd just 
tell them to ask for Mal on the 
door and he'd fix them up. 

Early in 1963—just around 
the time “Please, Please Me™ 
was out—I went down with flu 
for a couple of days. The 
Beatles had a Friday date up 
in Morecambe and they had ta 
go down into Wales on the 


Saturday. Both quite close to 
home so Gerry Marsden’s road 
manager, Les Hurst, stood in 
for me. On the Sunday we were 
back at the Cavern and Les 
wasn't available. 50 [ hauled 
myself out of bed and went 
down there. I don't remember 
much of that might, T was all 
feverish, sweating and a sort 
of funny yellow colour. Amy- 
way the bows were duc to travel 
to London te do “Pop Inn” the 
following day. London was a 
Biz Deal. A BBC broadcast 
W458 4 very important occasion 
at that stage, Through a yellow, 
feverish haze [ renvember ex- 
plaining fo Brian that I[ 
wouldn't be able to make it, 
Then IT bumped into, Mal on 
the stairs by the door. 
“Mal, can you run the boys 
to London and back for me?" 
“Yeah, O.K." 


SIMPLE 

It was as simple as that. Mal 
was Working In the G,.P.Q. at 
the time, Something technical, 
Putting wires together and all 
that. doen't know low he got 
the two days off but he did. 

The drive to London went 
of smeaothly, Coming back 
was different. When they got 
home John told me all about 


it. 

“You should have seen Mal. 
He had this paper bag over his 
eves with just a big split in it 
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for his eves!" 

“He what?" 

“Well, we were all in the 
back of the van doing the same 
thing, It was freezing. The 
windscreen shattered. Mal had 
to knock out the rest of the 
broken glass and just drive on. 
lt was perishing. Mal looked 
like a bank robber!" 


DROVE VAN 


By now it was lonchtine on 
Wednesday — amd another 
Cavem show to da, 

“What state's the van in?" [ 
thought aloud, knowing we'd 
need it again to go out of 
Liverpool later the same day, 

At that moment Mal arccived, 
with the van — and the wind- 
screen had been replaced. We 
never knew how he'd managed 
to get it fixed again so quickly 
and, even if we didn’t say so, 
that was something we remem- 
bered. Ten out of ten to Mal 
for not just bringing back the 
van and leaving someone else 
to get a mew windscreen put in! 

By the summer of 1963 
The Beatles had stopped doing 
ballrooms and we were doing 
alternate weeks with Gerry 
and The Pacemakers and 
Billy J. Kramer with The 
Dakotas in cinemas and 
theatres at seaside resorts like 
Margate, Llandudna, Sauth- 
port and Bournemouth, The 
week of July 22 (1 had to laok 


up that cate!) we were with 
Gerry at Weston super Mare. 
Gerry was closing the first half 
20 his group got off a5 soon as 
they'd finished — a quick 
iciaway to avoid a stage-door 
battle, By the time we were 
ready to leave anything fram 
100 to 1,000 people were be- 
sieging the stage-door. Well, 

it wasn't 50 bad during the 
week because I could be there 
toa help the four boys make it ta 
their cars in ame piece, But on 
Saturday I had to stay behind 
to collect up the suits, strip 
down the stage gear and get all 
the amps ready for loading 
inte the var. 

So after second house Satur- 
day The Beatles had a difficult 
jeb tte put it mildly) getting 
from the door te George's car 
without losing chunks of hair 
and great lumps of clothing. 
Then to cap everything George 
erashed his car into the hotel 
farage in his efforts to swerve 
and avoid hitting a pile of very 
young fans who had found out 
where we were staying. 


MEETING 

An hour later we had a bit 
of a mecting. We realised that 
Gerry already had two road 
managers — ane to look after 
the boys themselves and one to 
look etter the gear. 

“When am I going to get 
somecne else?" T asked, 

“Next week” replied Ceorme: 
ruefully. 

Mal “joined us when we got 
back from Jersey, He was there 
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Mal feat afer all se 
fofrncris ered French ferns 


with the van at Manchester 
Airport and he’s been every- 
where, with or without a van, 
ever since. 

When we started doing bis 
tours overseas, playing large 
indoor or outdoor places which 
didn't have umy curtains in 
front of the stage Mal became 
very Famous, Not that he tried 
to be or even wanted to be. 
But Mal was always out there 
on the open stage doing a final 
check on the guitars, testing 
the amps and so forth while 
the deejay or whoever was 
compercing tried to keep things 
going. Maturally these last few 
minutes before The Freatles 
appeared were murder from a 
compere’s point of view. It 
was a helluva job knowing 
what to say to the audience at 
& time like. that, So mast af 
them would introduce Mal. 





Wot actually bring him for- 
ward ar anything but at beast 
tell the audience who he was 
and what he was doing and 
assure everybody that as soon 
as Mal finished checking The 
Beatles would be coming an. 
So Whether he liked it ar not 
Mal's fame spread throughout 
the world!!! 
ITALIAN TOUR 

In Ttaly when we toured 
there everybody else in the 
show called him whatever the 
Italian is for “The Elephant", 
Fach group's road mariger 
helped the others with equip- 
ment after the shows. Of 
course we had the largest amps 
of the lot, great huge things 
designed for the bigsest places 
we'd be playing anywhere we 
toured, So you'd see about 
three of the other road mana- 
gers struggling along under the 
weight of one plant amp. And 
then you'd see “The Elephant” 
calmly thank them and say 
something like “O.K., I can 
manage from here. Amd he'd 
lift the amp from three pairs 
of numb hands and heave it up 
onte his own shoulder without 
so much as a wince! 

+ 2 Se oe oe 

T started out with the inter- 
tion of telling you something 
about the new LP this month. 
But I decided to wait because 
although all the recordings are 
finished there could be one or 
two last minute changes. And 
a definite running order for all 
the songs is still being worked 
out. For instance George has 
done two of his own numbers 
but only ane of them will be 
used on this particular album, 

Next month on these pages 
Mal and I will ge through the 
whole of the LP, song by song, 
from the tithe-track, “Spt. 
Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club 
Band", to the end. All being 
well the actual LP will be 
released saan after you see the 
June issue 0 you'll have all the 
recording information in good 
time. 





OR ii Le 








(Addresses are in Englaed unless otherwise stated) 


Jackie Smith C17), Tl Spruce Awe, Pacts Grow, California 
03950, LS... want E: ij.e 

Margaret Soe (loi, Kildoo Hause, MMahill, (a Lenrim, Eire, 
WILLS Pp. Any were. 
Eigse ‘Gibbon (12). 
Gunmiltiesshire, yanks 
Jaect Bride (14) 
aovulere. 
Edmond Barker (13), 64 Moodsesborn Si 
fp. anywhere, 
Mar Wegvall (17), $5 Siamiford Cres, Woolton, Liverpocd EE, 
waleils PB. anywhere, 
Valerio Epateton (17), 2 Edwin Stroy, Hous Glebe Way, 
Hanworth, Modis, inks pop. in Crees) or Sudteerlend, 

Philip Birks (15), a Haventizlk Lane, Litleogver, Derby, wants 
Pep. deye here. 






Bankshill aa 
ip. in UW, 
| Tuder Rel, we Titsdgfinrd, Mits, Wands pp. 


Middkbe, -Lockerbe, 


, Claxgaw E,4,, vans 


Rianne Eicheer (14), £292 Waldkirches, Erlenbain 3395, W, 
Germany. wants Japanese p Bp 
Dawid Diwen (14), | 20 Stoug fon Fed,, Qadby, Leicester, wants 
New Fenland fp. 
Linda Ford (12), el SL: Chritopher Rid, 
Glam, wants pop. im LAL 
Margaret Gray (20), 172 Enstheld Ba, Lastney, Southsea, 
Haak, Wank pp. aamehere. 
Eiken SMicbeanell (1151. 160 Biddlkesoone Ril, 
castle on Tyme, 6, wants pp. abroad_ 
Elizabeth Shenton (11). Albrys Lane, 
wank: pp. an bere 
Drearee Wilkieson (12 
wants English p.p. 
Christine Farquhar, THE Perry Re., Edinburgh 4, wants a boy 
pb. anaug by 05, 

fricta Perry 14 Walmley Ash Bil., Walmley, Salgonm Cald- 
held, Wares. wine French pf. 
Fass Steward (la), 22 Epielmon Ed, 
kveni, ‘imc By re here. 
Jane own 116), 2) Rogers Ave, 
BUNES Gi pte ay WwHErG, 
Mary Browueied (131, Po. Thax O21, Sent, La, TORS, USA, 
WORSE fp. anywhere. 
Sanice “Tauthe (13), P.O. Box 125, Seow, La. TOI, USA. 
ent i, anywhere, 

foroney, 81 Cambourcs Ave., Ealing. London Wid, 

rier Peg eet Ihp: 
Eva (lacks (13), Rus in Unbe, Enoserome, Coe. Sina, Eire, 
WS Pi... onewhere. 
Becca Villegas (15), Cealilet 21, Madd, Spain, wont pp. all 
ie the word 

a Era Nakano (07), 329 Maines Drive, Palo Alia, California 

WS... winks pop, anywhere, 

roots "Feiainde (15) 7a ala Rul, Colom: of, exkon, womti 
pf. anywhere. 
Jackie Hayward, Winton Cri, 20 Sherwood Rd. Seaford, 
SUSSee,, WRNES PLP. iM Ll othe 
Sarah Jehnsten ¢lhi 2 Bridge Bal. Runa 


Durtirieshire, winks bay pp Canela of 


Newton, Poethews!, 


Heston, Wew- 
Ormakirk, Lancs, 


. 20 The Green, lapel, Derbyshire, 


Temple Hill, Doethord, 


Locdon, Ontario, Canada, 





en, 


Lackerb, 





i 
Agacta Auren (19), PLL. 188), Magfors, Soeden, wants p.p. Shares Geelsinger (19) 62) South 4éch Se., Bale . Maryland 
anywhere, 21224, wonts pp. 
Three worried looking Beatles work on a difficult backing problern. i 
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AU smiles as George comes up with a simple answer! 








Jane Bright (16), | Sterres Oh, 
35B0), U.S.A. wants pf. 
Maurecm ‘ieee 2) 4 Crreenhithe Close, Seowp, Kent, wants 
Pup. anpw here 
Jetie Richardson (14), 4 Mancr Kd. Cheam. Surrey, wants pp. 
in Babes ar tainada, 
Linda, Wfovia (14), Hill view, 62 Hayes Lane, Kenley, Surrey, 
Bins pp. bn Liverpood, 
Elisabeth Kronetem (17), 2900 Manhactian College Parkway, 
Mew York, SuY. HAL. wants p.p. from England. 
Glyn Goren (20, | Melillieeion Lane, Millington, Cheshire, 
wants Pp anatw here. 

on Bchmide (IG), BIE Obersidal, Repvichel 7, Germany, 
ae s English bor p.p. 
Hidde Meplinger (14). S30 [nkofen, Ui Landstut Bay, Gerenany, 
wars Bean Eeny BP 
Renate Pie (171, 2071 Schewsig 1. Bost Monchsminsier, WW, 
Chermciny, wanes Pe aeyrelerc. 
Maurcga MeElry (13), 238 Agcherhil] Bal, 
Ghingow WS wens pp. anywhere. 
Eeanuela Petbiaelli aoa ¥ia Pelkegrina Migteuc, C1. S4, 
Koma, tialy, wands m ne 5 and, 
Helga “Tejarmadnttor (1b) Stieshiic BO, Reykjavik, beeland, wanks 
Tp. anywhere, 
Robinson 5. PL Amregho, Wo. 2, Omere Rd, Warr, Niger, 
WOR Pp anywhere. a 
Beverly Coleman (14), — Tak, Ashburnham Close, Chichester, 
Susan, wanks boy pop. in States 
Judith ‘Seaven (16), a Foaghall Rih, 
Wie Bp. dee ere. 
Asneite Oaterloh (14), 16594 Garred, 5 


S72, Hankalle, Alabama 


Ririghlewood 


Alsacan, Chester, Chez, 


Higerstr, Geriniway, eons 


English 
Reni Tefen (1, 8 Muka cho, Sanju, Adachi-ku, Toya, 
wanls pp, anywher. 


Angelika Hawiicin qth, F roel Nips pec are Mertsmninger Scr, 33, 
wants Genman or Eagish 
‘Ward, Drebrait, Michigan 427, 


Kay Reomedy 1a. Meta” 
wank: Fup) 2nv 

Jaeque Biggs (18), 1S Suike, JZ70 Deechevter Apt, Richman 
St Noh, London, Ontario, Canada, wads pop. anywhere, 


is 


Jang Sallivan, 95230 Araeturn Dr. Fairfax, ¥i 22030, Ul5.A., 
Whikk fp, day wehere 2 te 
Miki Mishimore (17), 35 YWarmanohama: cha, Kochi-shi. 
Kochhken, Bis ane Pup. anyewhern, 

Teebsy Miarconde 7 1S). Viesande Do Rie Branca Téa/TOs, Tega 
Biteroi, Bst Do Ric, Arasil, wants pp anywhere. 

Janet Verner (19), 5 Granc Close, Dower, Liverpool 14, 
BH fp. anywhere. 

‘Lite. Carls (15, itd Skye Rud., Frankston, Victoria, Awsbralia, 
wHnhs ~.. 

Doonathy Fidel tia. 42 Quren Vieleca Drive, Secoen, 
Glasgow Wet, wanks pop. anaceliere, 

Kathe legen Handy CIZ), = shear tones Rul., Hebbarn on Tne, 


Cae. Deurham, aT ee 
Shirky Riddifewd (1 ae kK. Li. vitaipawa: Hawkes Thay, Marth 
fs Pp. anyewhern 


Csland, Mew 2ealared 

Aggelta Tarara (17), 279 Cham, Truklingstrasse 6, 4, Deotich- 
land, vend pop, Boe nea i Gera in free France ar Englaerd. 
Afarsaret Stewart (17), 14 Creashill Ave., Whitegates, Kirkin- 


Hllech, Scotland, wants pp. abroad. 

Linda Jackson (17 gat . Box 4A, Grandview, Washangien 
OeOTO, WSLA., wands 

Janice Borys (ids, a5 Botany fore, Moench, Mala, GA pf. 
anywhere, 


Betey Gleascat Lo}, 19 Replat Woy, Rochester, Mew York 14618, 
USA, WHS pop. anywhere 

Tsobe! Lyle (12), Littiphill Golf House, Thishepbriges, Glages, 
wants Pp. in Logis 

Kazake Adacks (11, 332 Kusiuigase, Miyagi-efachi, Miyagi 
Ken, Japan, wants gp. i London of France. Fey 
Hiroe  Huseke (12), 38 Kitarokubanecho, Senlai-Ciny, 
BlivaghKen. Japan, sands pip, Liverpoal ar Laredie. 

Sally Jane Ibrown C17}, The Old Swan, Battersea Church Rd., 
Lorde 3K, 11, wank: bey pp. is America or Spain. 

Sylvia Southerland (17), nous 5, Eastman, Cercogi 31023, 
LSA, Wo Pp. cee 

Pauline bids diay, 6 Haringey Ted, Hornsey, London BB, 
wank: [ip. anywhere, 

Christies HiscrmBeld (15p, L7 Tivendale, Brook Red, Heeeney, 
Lendes 4.3, wa boy pp. onpehers, 


=r Qo ee ee ee eee ee eve eS 


Niiameititiniiiiiii 
bbl Rebbe bede seit 

ae soegesanenecenseeansens ti 

i eth MT 














BALLLASLLLL ELSA DS | 


peeeEEE EEE taa 


To 
shied: 
| AAAS 





LETT 


WINNER OF FREE SUBSCRIPTION 
Dear Johnny, 

I love The Beatles very much, and of 
course, think they're marvellous; bot I’m 
also very proud of them. I know there's a 
hundred reasons to be proud of them for, but 
these are two which [ve realised a lot lately. 

Firstly, we've NEVER heard of any of the 
Beatles being mixed up in all this drugs 
business. [ve nothing against other stars but 
if they have been taking drugs, they’re very 
foolish, and also very selfish. Besides their 
families worrying, they are forgetting their 
fans. I know if Paul took drugs, Pd be worried 
sick for him, but [ know he is too sensible. 

The other thing is that we NEVER hear of 
the Beatles leaving their wives or girl-friends, 
or getting divorces, They are truc to the ones. 
who love them. (Although I'm very envious of 
the four females in their lives, I'm proud that 
they are so loyal.) [ couldn*t imagine Paul 
with anyone but Jane Asher, and he’s being 
so loyal to her, even in the middle of all these 
pop-romances breaking up. 

So, I'd just like to say, thank you, Paul, 
George, John and Ringo, for being so sens- 
ible, and 50 wonderful with it, 

Best Wishes to all, 
Miary (Watson), 
43 High Street, 
Mlacclestield, 


us Ches. 
Dear Johnny, 

Alt last 1 cen admit what [ think thanks to Mike 
Nevard. I wrote to oor Staffordshire Area Secretary 
asking what's happened to the Beatles, you knew those 
ame questions, Tours? L.P"s? Singles? TV? well 
Ecailes Book No. 45 answered them, but I couldn't 
care less very much about tours 2s 7 live so fer away 
from the Beatles that [ know I can’t see them. I'm 
very thankful for their LP's, They always go one better 
each tive and they always make the best for us to bear 
because they can do itoen record and personally | prefer 





to bear the Feathes cuther than screams, But you 
can't blime anyone for screaming ‘cause that's the 
ooly way to show your appreciation. 

Linda Myatt (15), 

Stoke-on-Trent. 


Dear John Lennon M1, EE 
Dear Poul McCartney 41,8,E. 
Dear George Harrison 41,8.E, 
Dear Ringo Starr M.B.E. 

I would like te conpratulate you for winning the 
Grammy Awards for “Nichelle and “Eleanor 
Risby™. They are very beautifiel songs. [ saw you on 
the TV the aiher day when you were doing “Penny 
Lane” and ““Sstrowberry Fields Forever"’ and you 
nok qgureat in your moustaches. The films about “PL 
and “SFP. were very, very good and the songs. 
were great with the films and 0 just love those 2 songs 
very moch. Can vou tell me when you are eoing ti 
start on your mew movie and when do you think it will 
be relonoed. 

Yours Sincerely, 
Ronald Demmett, 
1259 Long Ave., 
Brooklyn 11218, 
New York, U.S.A, 


Paul qacwerce: As soon 85 We cin, Ron, 


Lear Javhony, 

With reference to the article: by Mike Nevard 
which appeared In “Beatle News", in tho Beatles’ book 
Nie 45, [think it [ridiculous to say that any dise is 
‘too god’ to reach the top of the charts, If this is 
meant to be sarcaim, who could dream of comparing 
‘Release me* ia any Beatles’ record, let alone 
‘Strawberry Fiehls Forever’? The record reached the 
Mo, 1 position in the ‘Mechxlymaker’ ing. week, as well 
as the ational charts and not a few others, If it 
hadn't been for unusually large sales of ‘Richease me’ 
there is no dowbt that "Penny Lane’ would have made 
an all-round chart-topper. What other disc could sell 
100,000 on the first day of ite release? Finally, 
"Penny Lane’ was the first record to go direct to the 
top in the Radio London “Fab Forty" aod the first for a 
year to stay there for two coneecutive weeks. Aus he 
Beatles have always been in the “Qualily field", 

Yours Sincerely, 
Nicholas Stevens, 
Seldon, 


Dear “Who ever happens to read this”’, 

Now to get to the point (and gelling there siraight- 
away, we might add) what is a “Fish and Finger Pie’? 
or are we dreaming, We are, of course, referring, to 
Penny Laie. 

Alihough we are only two going many millions of 
Fteuth: Fong, we speak for at least six thers (and one 
daz called Scamp), please, please, please, please, 
ease Daery, got curried away) sive os at least ONE 
real typical oldie type Beatle record te inclode bead 
shaking, screaming and opohing!! (ete) such as “Inn 
down", “The Sight Before, ““Stoney"* and “T"m a 
loser™’. Even if it only lasts one minute we shall be 
extremely grateful at your most honourable effort. 

And what's more, we shall buy it (aed make you 
fame, 

We hereby remain two Goilhful fans (and dog called 
Scamp. 

With love from 
Jan und Chris, 
To be shared between the Four, 
Wilt! Wott! from ane dog called 
Scamp. 
28, Meyrick Avenue, 
Lutoa, 


Bedfordshire. 


Dear Johnny, 

All D can say in regard te what Mike Seward said is: 
1 quote from an article by Miles Kington regarding 
the musical step forward pop music is taking im “The 
Times", Friday March 31st:— 

“Ht is impossible ta tell whether the acceptance by 
the public of Bob Dylan anal ‘The Beatles represents a 
new advance on which popular taste will continue te 
build, of a temporary pec-occopation with experiment 
before a return to ginumicks and safely familiar music, 
Fast experience points to the latter, as the record 
buying public has often tended to abandon musicians 
just as (hey are miaturing.** 

“This may in fact let happening to the Heatles at 
the oeoment—as another writer points out in wo 
moshe paper, their lates single may he their 
best yet, bot it has been sammarily pushed down the 





pipularity tables by some depressingly old-fashioned 
ind unimaginative records, His melancholy sugges- 
lion is that popular tate may be reverting to pre- 
Beatle standards. He may well be right to a great 
extent, burt we con comfort ourselves wilh the thought 
that the fertilizing effect of the best pop music of the 
puest few years will never permid quite the sterility 
which existed before them."* 
1 know this letter is long, but | am hoping youll 
mint it. 
Love to everyone, 
Caroline Mayne, 
7, Poplar Avenue, 
fedford. 


Dear Jhonny, ; 

Lapree with Mike Nevard that the Beatles bave eon 
dogged in the past by instant success: of their records. 
Bat | feel that they do weed Wo. | records. 1f wouldn't 
matter to them as popular antists if they never got 
another So, 1, lt woukln't affect them that is, bet 
they must feel disappointed if a number which they 
kaow to be far superior te say, “She Loves You" does 
nie top dhe charts, Ut mud be frustrating after all the 
effort put info ‘Penny Lane/Strawherry Fields 
Forever’ for it to be held fram We. 7 by an ‘edinary’ 
song which had nothing: special about it, 

I'm sure all Beath: People would be very interested 
to know what John, Paul, Georpe and Ringo personal- 
ly feel. In Beatles Monthly So. 24, Fredrick Janeecs 
interviewed Chem and they said it mattered very much 
ia them if their records got to No. 1. What do they 
feel now? Are they very disappointed? 

Anya “Penny Lane’ and “Strawleenry Ppelds* is 
the best record ever aod | hope the leds will cunry on 
the good work, ['d like te say Jehooy, that | love the 
“new look’ Beathes monthly and agree that the pix im 
it should be resent but how about two pages of older 
pix? Best to everyone aod thanks for a great book, 

Oe love the new Beailest) 

Put Greaney, 

78, Haunch Lane, 
King’s Heath, 
Birmingham, 13, 
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by Billy Shepherd and Johnny Dean 


Arce magazine story about the 


Beatles and money came out 


in May 1965... but then many other “revealing” financial assess- 
ments of Beatles wealth have come out since then. This one had some 
facts and figures but, in the end, the conclusion was the same as now... 


the boys individually really haven 


worth! 
MANY ASSETS 


Sounds silly to you and us who could 

list our assets to the nearest penny... 
but the Beatles have so much tied up in so 
many different things that it’s impossible te 
put an actual value on their bank balances. 

Beatle finance has always interested 
people. All those milllons of records sold, 
all those standing-room-only concerts—they 
think the boys must be walking round 
lapsided because of the amount of money 
stashed away in their wallets. In fact, like 
Royalty, the Beatles often dons carry any 
loose cash at all. Big bills are settled by 
their office staff... small ones are ofcen 
fixed by borrowing off either Neil Aspinall 
er Mal Evans! 

First part of May 1965, was full of filming— 
campleting work on “Help”, location of 
which had switched to Twickenham Studios 
in Middlesex, where a large notice “Ringa 
This Bell” had been scrawled by a fan on the 
main gate. By this time in their career, the 
boys Rad got a caste for filming and were 
top faves with the studio staffs, While 
waiting for the cameras to start rolling, 
they'd fill im with some wicked mickey- 
taking work on things like Tom Jones’ 
“le's Nor Unusual" and so on, usually with 
Paul on piano and George kicking up a right 
ald rumpus on Ringo's cymbals, P. J. Proby, 
then right in the headlines, also came in for 


This. pic of George perched on the window- 
ledge of his Esher home was taken last 
SMmoer, 





‘t any idea of how much they are 


a daily workover by the Beatles... nat in 
person but via his hit record “| Apologise”. 

And one cameraman cold us: “Blimey, 
their film is funny enough. If they just let 
‘em go mad like this, and filmed che lot of 
it, it'd smash every box-office record in the 
business.” But one strict rule was observed, 
NOBODY at all was allowed to go in with 
the Beatles to see the “rushes” at the end 
of each day. This is the time when the day's 
filming, including umpteen ‘'takes"' of each 
ECene, are Pun over in a private theatre for 
the benefit of the director. 

On the set, ane mid-week lunch-time, 
the boys announced to all and sundry that 
they didn’t mind in the least being knocked 
by the critics. This conversation had come 
up after an Eamonn Andrews" TV show on 
which playwright-auchor Wolf Mankowitz 
had done his best to tear the Beatles ta 
pieces, verbally. Said John: “We don't 
blame him. He's entitled te his opinion. 
But what gets us mad is when people deli- 
berately misquote ws, just for something to 
do, Or make something up, knowing it's not 
true.’ 

So happens that this particular month of 
May was enlivened by an Irish beaucy queen 
who insisted, via a big-circulating magazine 
that she was Paul MeCartney’s steady girl- 
friend and had been going out with him for 
four months and that they were thinking of 
getting married. Nor a bad “scoop” story? 
Well, no — except that Paul had never met 
the girl in question .. . and felt that he 
couldn't deny che story because people 
would only say: “Hah, mo smoke without 


fire—he's worried about people knowing!" 

By May, incidentally, “Ticker To Ride" 
was starting its ride from the top af the 
charts and raha Aga was ‘waiting for 
“Help”, planned for release just a week or 
so before the film went out on international 
circuits. Why “Help” as a tithe? Umprteen 
stories, none of them denied, have tome out 
about this. One of the more imaginative 
was from director Richard Lester whe sald: 
"The boys were doing a scene with a live 
tiger. They took one look at it and altogether 
yelled out ‘Help!’ ". May not be strictly true, 
buc it added a bit of interest to the in-studio 
yarns pouring out about the boys. 


BOB DYLAN 


his month of 1965 was the time of 
* arrival of Bob Dylan who meandered 
inte Londen, insulted quite a few 
journalists, pulled in the crawds for his 
shows... and expressed a lot of enthus- 
iasm for the Beatles as musicians and 
writers. There weren'’s many ehings that 
Bob found to enthuse over... 

Alan Price had left the Animals and, as 
ever, the pundits were predicting that 
somebody-or-other would be leaving the 
Beatles. This is a favourite trick, stirring up 
controversy in this way— and people fall for 
the story even though the Beatles are 
showing no signs of falling our with each 
ether, But controversy is all-important and, 
as lang as the views given are informed 
views, the Beatles never care overmuch. 

Usually, though, John Lennon couldn't 
contain himself when newspapers (of the 
national variety) suggested that the Beatles 
were completely and utterly on the wa 
down. After one such charge, he said: 
“First of all, we're still getting number one 
records sa that proves we're selling more 
records than other people. Second, our 
shows are a sell-out, Third, would anybody, 
whe really believes the skids are under us, 
care to came and tell us te our face? Nobody 
minds criticism, but this isn’t criticism at 
all—it's just biased reporting.” 

So May, 1965, went on a fairly predictable 
course. John and Cyn vanished to Cannes for 





a while for the film festival but on his return 
John said it was all right, he supposed, but 
he hadn't found time to actually go and see 
any films! The ethers just “hung” around 
London, catching up on a few shows and 
films and doing the club rounds whenever 
they could. As George Harrison said: 
“Filming is a good way of life once you can 
persuade yourself to get up early enough in 
the mornings. But it doesn’t do to turn up 
suffering from too much of a hangover!" 
Remember Shirley Ellis? She's a coloured 
girl from America who had a big hic with 
“The Clapping Song”, back in May, 1965, 
She was yet another American artists who 
had cause to thank the Beatles for their 
interest. It was George again—he dug her 
version of “Nitty Gritty’ and talked a lot 
about it in interviews in Londen, Result: 
the dee-jays took it up, giving due credit to 
the Beatle enthusiasm, Result: a hit. 
Incidentally the charts in this month of 
May reflected juse about every possible 
taste. Sandie Shaw replaced Jackie Trent who 
had replaced the Beatles at the tap. Fran- 
coise Hardy had a hit, so did Shirley Ellis, 
Marianne Faithfull, Joan Baez and the 
Dixie Cups. Quite a ails daminatian, 
Ringo, asked about this change in the femi- 
nine fortunes said: “People chink we resent 
anybody else having a big hit record. This is 
wrong. What happens Is that there's more 
interest in pop music if there are a lot of 
stars all having a go at the same time. The 
more the merrier is what we say. Maybe 
there are only four or five records in the 
top thirty that actually appeal to me—all 
right... that doesn’t mean to say | feel the 
others haven't any right to be in there.” 
Looming up ahead of the Beatles at this 
time was another visit to America, And 
again the pop world held its breath and 
wondered if there was any chance of the 
boys meeting up, face-to-face, with the 
lang-time giant Elvis Presley. Alas, the hopes 
were dashed rather early on. Elvis was 
nipping from studio te studio and fram film 
te film—so quickly that his managers felt he 
couldn't possibly fic in a meeting with the 
boys from Britain, A pity... but there was a 
sequel. We'll tell you about ic nexet month, 


Rings pictured near the small pool in the garden of his Weybridge home. () 








During their recent 
sessions, Paul McCart- 
ney took a half-hour off 
to talk to me frankly 
about the many letters 
he has received about 


the Beatles breaking up. 

“T can't understand where 
they all got it from,"* be said, 
“but I keep getting long letters, 
particularly from overseas, 
mainly America, which either 
say “Thanks for all the fun 
you're piven us, we're sorry to 
hear you're ne longer together’, 
or “Why are vou and the other 
Beatles no longer friends?", and 
soon. [t's alla bitofa mystery, 
but obviously they musi have 
got it from somewhere. Perhaps 
they're going by articles in 
mugazines or things disc- 
jockeys have said... [don't 
know. Some of our reeent 
interviews could be the reasom.”* 


CHANGED 


“The trouble is, it mever pets 
printed exactly the way we say 
it,’ and Paul was obviously very 
anxious to make this point quite 
clear, “none of us has ever said 
that we're never going to record 
toscther again, or anything like 
that. Bot we bave told reporters 
that we don't want to tour any 
more, of do doxens of television 
spats every month, And we've 
also said that we're unhappy 
with some of the recordings we 
made in previous years, but 
what artist isn’t ubappy with 
some of his earlier work? 

“AS for breaking up, we're 
here together now aren’t wet 
And in fact, we've been here 
every week-night for months 
mow, all working together. 

“Perhaps people were confused 
because we said we were polng 
to do things scparately—Jolun*s 
done his film, George is studying 
Indian music, and so on. But 


in music. 





Se eee aT Tee ETRE CELE ete 


PAUL talks about 


letters, reporters, films, 


song's, people and things 


by JOHNNY DEAN 


ee eee tee sete stats 


just because we want to do 
different things it’s nothing to 
de wilh que recording activities. 
We've never done everything 
together anyway. The first real 
holiday we took, I went off with 
Ringo, John went off with Eppy 
to Spain, and George weot off 
by himself. I shall be going to 
America on Monday. Nene of 
the olhers are coming with me, 
but we will all get together 
again as soom as I retorn, to 
work on mew ideas, 

“Sometimes people say 
we're impossible to get hold of, 
or talk to, but it’s not true, I 
mean, I'm talking to you new, 
arent I? And we've got a 
photographic session for the 
new LP. cover tomorrow, and 
the peaple from “Life? magazine 
were ina couple of weeks azo, 
in fact, people seem to be here 
most mights. 


BREAK-DOWN 


“The whole thing is break- 
down in communication some= 
where, particularly as far as 
America is concerned. It could 
have been pul right so easily. 
We could have done a special 
tape-recording and sent it to all 
the radio stations in the States, 
but it didat occur to us, bora 
we knew the rumours weren't 
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true."" 

“De vou ever run out of ideas 
for new songs?** I asked Paul, 

“Mo there art millions of 
ideas,"" he sald, ““The trouble 
is, net getting ideas, but finding 
the time to work on them,** 

“What's happening about 
the film, then?" 


DIFFICULT 


“The biz difficulty there is, 
if that we know what we want 
to do, bot it's so difficult to 
explain to the people who are 
looking for story lines or writing 
seripts for us, exactly what we 
want, and we don't want to do 
anything that isn’t right for us 
now. [only we knew bow, we'd 
write the script ourselves. In 
fact, we may have to end up 
doing just that. But at the 
moment there just isnt any 
tine, 

‘Before we start the film 
anyway, we want to do this 
television show. There's 0 
much rubbish on television that 
it shouldn't be difficult to pro- 
duce a good show, But, here 
again, we want todo it our way, 
to put our ideas inte the show. 
We've tried using other people’s 
teas and so often they're all 
wrong, 60 the only answer is to 
do it ourselves,”* 


George Martin looks a bit perplexed by Paul's remarks, but he probably hag to put it down i 
L 














WE CAN WORK 
IT OUT 


Written and Gomposed by JOHN LENNON 
and PAUL McCARTNEY 


Try 60 see it my way, do | have to keep on talking till 
I can’t zo an? 

While you see it your way, run the riak of knowing 
that our love may soon be pone. 

We can work It out, we can work it aut, 


Think of what you're saying, you can get it wrong 
and still you think that It's alright. 

Think of what I'm saying, we can work it out and get 
ie straipht or say poodnight. 

We can work it out, we can work it out, 


Life is very short, and there's no time for fussing and 
fighting my friend. 

I have always thought that it's a crime, 

Sol will ask you once again, 


Try to see it my way, only time will cell if) am right 
or | am wrang, 

While you see It your way, there's a chance that we 
may fall apart before too long 

We can work it out, we can work it out. 


Han reproduced by pernission af Narthern Seage 
Lia, Fie? Mew Gyofend Stree, Langdon, BoC, 





Lefts Paul works out a guitar figure for one of the 
sons on tine mew LP. 

Aight: George pets a close-up of another of John's 
badges. 
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George Martin Finishes LP. _ 


While Paul flew off to America at the beginning of April, to | 


spend two weeks with Jane, George Martin got together 
with George, Ringo and John, to finish off certain tracks, An 
orchestral backing was added to one. When everything was 
finished, George Martin started the marathon task of editing 
and balancing all the tracks. This is quite a job, because, 
unlike their carlicr sessions, the Beatles are mow recording so 
many exira bits and pieces to be added afterwards. 


7 rr, 
NEXT L.P. COVER 

The Sgt. Peppers Lonely Hearts Club Band L.P. cover 
is unlikely ta be a Klaus “oorman drawing this time. 
The boys did have aspecial, very secret photo session, : 
for which loc of unusual costumes were delivered 
and it's extremely likely that ane of the plotures ; 
from this session will turn up on the cover, All 
the reports indicate thar the new cover will be one 
of the best and most elaborate ever" 


GARDENER RINGO 


Ringo tells us that everything is just starting to 
come out in his garden. He has large clumps of 
rhodedendrons, which grow 30 ft. high, and masses 
of roses, all over the place. When they all come out 
in May and June, tt makes a really beautiful display 
and Rings takes great pleasure in showing visitors. 
arcucd his grounds, 

Everyone was very impressed by the colourful and 
unusual collar that Ringo wore to a recording 
session in March. Then the secret came out. Ap- 
parenily Ringo had found a piece of material that 
Maureen had cut of dhe bottom of one of her dresses, 
and he wot her to rum it up into the collar that you 





OUR 
FREDA KELLY 


Many fan club members have 
written to Freda Kelly about a 
letter, signed by a Freda Kelly, 
which was published in one of the 
music papers several weeks apo, 
saying that the Monkees were 
barter than the Beales. Freda 
weld like to point oue thar here 
are a heck of a lot of Kellys in 
Great Britain, and many other 
Fredas. Anyway it certainly wasn't 
her who wrete che lecter. 


can see him wearing in the phate on the apposite | COPIES BY WAIL ORDER 


Page. 
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‘4 Ringo at the keyboard of the Hammond 
‘y orgen in EMI's No. 2 studio. 





Printed hy The Thanet Breas, Uindon Crescent, Margate, Kent, Englard, 





: eS a ae BRITISH ISLES. 3/6 INCLUDING P. & P. 
The zip-like brooch was sent to Ringo by a fan. USA. & CANADA 50 c EACH OR 2 FOR it 


THE BEATLES 800K, 56-58 Westbourne Grove, 
London W.2, England, 
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elove: One of Liverpool's double decker buses in Penny Lane, 


' 


Left: George with Ravi Shankac’s brother. 





Geerious and Anovers comin fron page 7 


The process of getting away from “The 
Four Maptops’” physically as well as in 
songs is an essential part of The Beatles’ 
impressive progress through 1966 and 1967, 

We know by now that at no stage in their 
early days did the four boys sit down and 
decide “Let's grow Beatle haircuts for a 
gimmick". Nor did chey sit down more 
recently and agree to get rid of any such 
gimmick. In 1963 they wanted to wear their 
hair that way. S50 in 1967 you can rest 
asiured that there was no mighty decision 
by Brian Epstein or anyone aie that The 
Beatles should re-style their hair, They 
wanted to, Ir was as simple as that. George 
wanted a moustache for his trip to India. 
Paul grew one before going to North 
Africa, But you'll notice that all the beards 
and moustaches are changing fram month te 
month, A few weeks ago you sawaT¥ film of 
George with a wild and menacing beard. 
Then he shaved if off and just left the 


iM 


moustache, Similarly cach Beatle wears what 
he wants to wear and changes from day to 
day. Just as it should be—unless those 
unsatisfactory Moprop press captions were 
to go on for ever. 


HATE OR LOVE 


Almost every letter which asked WHY 
The Beatles had grown beards and mousta- 
ches also added that the writer either 
HATED INTENSELY or LOVED TOTALLY 
the new growths of whisker. When did 
YOU—or your girlfriend—last have an 
important change of hairstyle? Mot too long 
ago? And | expect initial opinion was just as 
divided with people LOVING or HATING 
the new way you'd chosen to wear your 
hair, Whether they approved or not that's 
the way you wanted it to look and [if 
you're not made of jelly) | guess you stuck 
to your guns. Hope John, Paul and Ringo do 
the same! 


FREDERICK JAMES 






 Beatles.... 





